�LORD I CALL





TONE 4





THE BARREN ANNA LEAPED FOR JOY WHEN SHE CONCEIVED 


MARY THE VIRGIN,


WHO IN TURN WILL CONCEIVE IN THE FLESH GOD THE WORD.


FROM THE FULLNESS OF HER JOY, SHE CRIED OUT:


REJOICE WITH ME, ALL YOU TRIBES OF ISRAEL,


FOR I HAVE CONCEIVED ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD MY SAVIOR.


HE HAS ANSWERED MY PRAYER AND ENDED MY SHAME,


IN FULFILLMENT OF HIS PROMISE, HE WILL HEAL THE PAINS OF MY HEART,//


THROUGH THE PAINS OF CHILD-BEARING.





HE WHO MADE WATERS GUSH FORTH FROM THE ROCK,


PERMITTED YOUR WOMB TO CARRY THE EVER-VIRGIN MARY THROUGH WHOM OUR  SALVATION WILL COME. 


BY THIS, YOU WERE DELIVERED FROM SHAME;


NO LONGER WILL YOU DWELL ON EARTH AS BARREN,  


FOR YOU WILL BEAR THE EARTH BRINGING FORTH THE TREE OF LIFE.


ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, HE HAS DELIVERED THE HUMAN RACE 


FROM ALL SHAME,


BY TAKING ON OUR HUMAN FORM AND BECOMING MAN,//


FOR HE IS RICH IN MERCY.





BEHOLD!  THE PROMISES OF THE PROPHETS ARE FULFILLED!


THE HOLY MOUNTAIN IS PLANTED IN THE WOMB.


THE DIVINE LADDER IS SET UP, THE GREAT THRONE OF THE KING IS READY.


THE PLACE FOR THE LORD'S PASSAGE IS PREPARED.


THE DRY BUSH WHICH THE FIRE COULD NOT CONSUME IS BLOSSOMING.


THE TREASURY OF GRACE IS AN ABUNDANT FLOW OF BLESSING WHICH HEALS THE BARRENNESS OF ANNA,//


WHOM WE GLORIFY WITH FAITH.























GNE...                          





TONE 2





TODAY THE GREAT MYSTERY ANNOUNCED FROM ALL ETERNITY


WHOSE DEPTHS ANGELS AND MEN CANNOT PERCEIVE,


APPEARS IN THE BARREN WOMB OF ANNA.


MARY, THE MAIDEN OF GOD, IS PREPARED TO BE THE DWELLING OF THE ETERNAL KING, 


WHO WILL RENEW OUR HUMAN NATURE. 


LET US ENTREAT HER WITH A PURE HEART AND SAY:


INTERCEDE FOR US WITH YOUR SON AND OUR GOD//


THAT OUR SOULS MAY BE SAVED.





APOSTIKHA 





TONE 5





ANNA, NAMED FOR DIVINE GRACE,                                         


CRIED OUT IN HER PRAYER,                                              


BESEECHING THE CREATOR AND GOD OF ALL:                                


MASTER, YOU PERCEIVE THE SHAME OF BARRENNESS;                    


HEAL THE PAIN OF MY HEART!                                            


OPEN MY WOMB TO MAKE IT FRUITFUL,                                     


THAT WE MAY OFFER YOU THE CHILD AS A GIFT,                           


AND GIVE GLORY AND PRAISE WITH HYMNS AND SONGS//                      


TO YOUR LOVE THROUGH WHICH THE WORLD RECEIVES GREAT MERCY!             





                VERSE: The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which He will not turn back!





ANNA BESOUGHT THE LORD IN FERVENT PRAYER FOR A CHILD.                 


THE VOICE OF THE ANGEL PROCLAIMED TO HER:                             


GOD HAS GRANTED YOU THE DESIRE OF YOUR PRAYER.                        


DO NOT WEEP, FOR YOU SHALL BE A FRUITFUL OLIVE TREE,                  


BEARING THE WONDROUS BRANCH OF THE VIRGIN,                            


WHO WILL BRING FORTH IN THE FLESH THE BLOSSOM CHRIST//                


WHO GRANTS THE WORLD GREAT MERCY!                                     


                                                                      


                VERSE: The fruit of your body I will set upon your throne!   


                                                                      


THE HONORABLE PARENTS JOACHIM AND ANNA                                


HAVE GIVEN BIRTH TO THE LAMB                                          


WHO WILL GIVE BIRTH PAST UNDERSTANDING                                


TO THE LAMB OF GOD WHO IS TO BE SACRIFICED FOR ALL MANKIND.           


THEY OFFER TO GOD UNCEASING AND HUMBLE PRAISE.                        


THEREFORE LET US REJOICE AND GIVE THEM FERVENT GLORY                  


FOR THE BIRTH OF THE ONE BORN FROM THEM IN A MARVELOUS WAY,//        


THE THEOTOKOS, THROUGH WHOM THE WORLD RECEIVES GREAT MERCY!           





GNE...                          





TONE 2





TODAY A ROYAL CLOAK OF PURPLE AND FINE LINEN                          


IS WOVEN FROM THE LOINS OF DAVID,                                     


AND THE MYSTICAL FLOWER OF JESSE IS BLOSSOMING://                     


FROM IT WILL COME FORTH CHRIST OUR GOD, THE SAVIOR OF OUR SOULS!      





TROPARION                       





TONE 4





TODAY THE BONDS OF BARRENNESS ARE BROKEN,


GOD HAS HEARD THE PRAYERS OF JOACHIM AND ANNA.


HE HAS PROMISED THEM BEYOND ALL THEIR HOPES,


TO BEAR THE MAIDEN OF GOD


BY WHOM THE UNCIRCUMSCRIBED ONE WAS BORN AS MORTAL MAN,


WHO COMMANDED AN ANGEL TO CRY TO HER://


REJOICE, FULL OF GRACE, THE LORD IS WITH YOU!





KONTAKION                       





TONE 4





TODAY THE UNIVERSE REJOICES,


FOR ANNA HAS CONCEIVED THE THEOTOKOS THROUGH GOD'S DISPENSATION,//


FOR SHE HAS BROUGHT FORTH THE ONE WHO IS TO BEAR THE INEFFABLE WORD!











(After the 1st reading from the Psalter)





SESSIONAL HYMN                        





TONE 1





A NEW HEAVEN IS FASHIONED IN THE WOMB OF ANNA


BY THE COMMAND OF GOD THE CREATOR OF ALL!


FROM HER THE NEVER-SETTING SUN SHALL SHINE FORTH,


ILLUMINING THE WHOLE WORLD WITH RAYS OF DIVINITY


IN THE SUPERABUNDANCE OF HIS LOVINGKINDNESS,//


FOR HE ALONE IS THE LOVER OF MANKIND!





GNE...





A NEW HEAVEN IS FASHIONED IN THE WOMB OF ANNA...





(After the 2nd reading from the Psalter)





SESSIONAL HYMN                        





TONE 1





IN DAYS OF OLD, THE CHOIR OF THE PROPHETS


PROCLAIMED THE PURE AND IMMACULATE DIVINE MAIDEN AND VIRGIN,


WHOM ANNA CONCEIVES, THOUGH SHE IS BARREN AND CHILDLESS!


WE BLESS HER TODAY WITH GLADNESS OF HEART!


FOR WE HAVE BEEN SAVED FOR THE SAKE OF THE ONE//


WHO ALONE IS PURE AND SPOTLESS!





GNE...





IN DAYS OF OLD, THE CHOIR OF THE PROPHETS..





HYMN OF LIGHT


                 


THE WISDOM OF GOD                                                       


HAS BUILT FROM A BARREN WOMB A HOUSE FOR HIMSELF:                       


THE THEOTOKOS MARY.//


ALL AGES REJOICE IN HER!                                                





                                                                        


�THE PRAISES 


�TONE 2                          To the special melody House of Ephratha





ADAM AND EVE,                                                         


LAY ASIDE YOUR SORROW.                                                  


BEHOLD, A BARREN WOMB                                                   


WONDROUSLY BEARS FRUIT TODAY://                                         


THE MOTHER OF OUR JOY!                                                  


                                                                        


FATHER ABRAHAM,                                                       


AND ALL YOU PATRIARCHS:                                                 


REJOICE GREATLY,                                                        


SEEING YOUR SEED BLOSSOM://                                             


THE MOTHER OF OUR GOD!                                                  


                                                                        


REJOICE, O ANNA!                                                        


JOACHIM, REJOICE!                                                       


TODAY IN A WONDROUS MANNER,                                             


YOU BEAR TO THE WORLD//                                                 


THE FRUIT OF GRACE AND SALVATION!                                       


                                                                        


CHOIR OF PROPHETS,                                                    


REJOICE EXCEEDINGLY!                                                    


FOR BEHOLD, TODAY ANNA                                                  


BEARS THE HOLY FRUIT//                                                  


YOU FORETOLD TO US!                                                    


                                                                        


REJOICE, ALL YOU NATIONS!                                               


THE BARREN ANNA                                                         


CONCEIVES THE FRUIT OF HER WOMB.                                        


BY PERSEVERING IN HOPE,//                                               


SHE BEARS OUR LIFE!                                                     


                                                                        


REJOICE, O ENDS OF THE EARTH!                                           


BEHOLD, THE BARREN MOTHER                                               


TODAY CONCEIVES THE ONE                                                 


WHO, WITHOUT SEED,//                                                    


WILL BEAR THE CREATOR OF ALL!                                           





GNE...                          





TONE 2





TODAY A ROYAL CLOAK OF PURPLE AND FINE LINEN                            


IS WOVEN FROM THE LOINS OF DAVID,                                      


AND THE MYSTICAL FLOWER OF JESSE IS BLOSSOMING://                       


FROM IT WILL COME FORTH CHRIST OUR GOD, THE SAVIOR OF OUR SOULS!     


DECEMBER 9: 


THE CONCEPTION OF THE THEOTOKOS BY ST. ANNA





�PAGE  �








�PAGE  �6�














